For my friends

Dear
Friends,

I have had nine very full lives it seems,
but now they come to a close. This is
my finale, not grand, but grateful to
have had you sharing parts of my life.
Thank you all for the love, strength,
support, compassion, and courage
you have given to me.
We have accomplished so much
together. We have more justice where
there was abuse. We have more dignity
where there was shame. We have belief
where there was denial. Through it all,
you have opened yourselves up to me
and me to you. We found truth and the
treasure of friendship.
I shall miss and be grateful to you,
even in death, if that is possible!
With much love,
Phil

Michael

Phil Saviano, it’s with a heavy heart and a few tears processing
these words on your post. I want express to you the extreme gratitude I have for you regarding all the work you did for me and the
other sexual abuse survivors. Your tireless, steadfast energy to
support and protect us all is an exemplary dedication of your entire
body, mind, heart and soul in the pursuit of prevention of any future
abuse. Your character determined the destiny that lifted millions
around the world to speak up and out about their abuse. You were
the spark that lit the fire. That alone defines you as a success. I
always had such admiration of you since I read the article of you
that appeared
in USA Today,
and then ultimately meeting
Phil, I think of you (in a biblical sense) as
you at a SNAP
David who slew Goliath, you are our hero.
Conference in
I and countless others love you! I wish I
the early 2000s.
could reach out right now and hold your
You also carried
hand my brother. Love and peace are with
the torch to help
you and as so many have already said....
in the ultimate
what a beautiful soul you are! It is you who
production of the
has been a “doctor of the church”. You
movie, Spotlight.
have helped heal so many. We are with you
A movie that I
in spirit, you are not alone.
always wanted
to see made and
changed my life
again when it won the Academy award. Long ago you decided
what was important to you, took a lot of risk to take on a large,
very power organization and you won. All the while you showed
the people you cared about the love you have for them by being
kind, inclusive and without compromising any basic values. You
went after exposing the truth and it led you to defining a very
meaningful life.
You are a rock star, and I thank you.
Thank you Phil, you made a real, significant difference in my life.

Mark

Open the door and come
on in
I’m so glad to see you
my friend
You’re like a rainbow
comin’ around the bend
And when I see you happy
Well, it sets my heart free
I’d like to be as good a
friend to you
As you are to me
– JUDY COLLINS

We love you Phil and send
all our love and support – I
will be there in a few days
to share some memories
and thank you for all you
have done for people all
over the world – God bless
you my forever friend – Val
said you are my silver lining
– always have been.

Gil

Susan has informed me that there is no viable
treatment for your cancer and that your kidney
is failing. I am so sorry. I just want you to know I
am holding you in prayer as you make this final
segment of your life’s journey.
I am grateful to have had the
opportunity to know you and to
collaborate with you. I pray that
these days will be peaceful.
Blessed are the differBlessings.
ence makers; few have
made a greater difference
than you, Phil Saviano,
and I join the many who
offer our gratitude and respect.....you’ll never know
how many and to what
Oh, darling, I’m sad and completely
extent you’ve provided
understand the decisions to let the
inspiration, but please
river rise up and take you home. I’m
know you helped this
sorry that I may not see you before
survivor find healing.
that happens. I’d love to speak with
you once you are settled at Jim’s, if
you are able.
I know you want to go quickly when
it is time, and I know you take a
piece of my heart wherever you
are. We have had a wonderful life
together!
I love you. I thank God for your
beautiful life entwined with mine.
I will miss you beyond words.

Judy

Daniel

Susan
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Esther
Say it isn’t so. I can’t
imagine what you are
going through right
now friend. I’m here
if you’d just like to cry
or vent or whatever.
You are a giant man
in my eyes; a true
Renaissance man.
Holding you high to
the light as you make
this transition.
You are an early angel, ready to get your
heavenly wings. May
you be sustained
during this time.
I LOVE YOU PHIL.
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Ray

Jamie

Uncle Phil...I’ve wanted to tell you so many
times what an impact you had on me and
my life. When I was a child you gave me
these wonderful and exciting trips to a large,
bright, vibrant city that I’m not sure I would
have seen otherwise. The shows, trips and
other adventures have stayed with me as an
adult and are something I am truly grateful
for. I love going into Boston and going to
local plays and other shows even now. Your
relationship and time spent with my brother,
mother and myself honestly meant the world
to us.
You’ve touched so many lives with your
courage, strength and selflessness. What an
amazing gift to to be able to overcome such
huge obstacles while helping so many others.
I know that there are so many lives you’ve
touched in much larger ways than mine.
Please know how truly proud I am of you and
the person you became. I cannot thank you
enough for stepping up for us as you provided
some of my best childhood memories!
I am truly lucky that I was one of the first
to experience your selflessness.
Thinking of you. With love.

Marigrace

Good morning my love. I don’t know if you have been
able to read anything on Facebook but you, my dear,
have made much more of an impact on peoples’ lives
than I believe you can even fathom. You are so admired
and loved and so many are grateful for you Phil...I of
course also but I stand by I am most grateful for our
loving friendship and for you “getting me.“ Love you,
and I hope today you are showered with all the love and
blessings you deserve from your family and visitors.

Arceil

...I wish I lived closer so I COULD
come and see you. I would thank
you in person for being a part of
my life, for giving me memories that
will be with me forever.
I have my beautiful alebrijes and
pottery that remind me of you every
day. Your love of everything Oaxacan was so contagious. Would I
ever know about the Aguilar sisters
without you? And the Guelaguetza,
the food, the villages, the artists – I
wish I had had months to spend
there. Thank you for your guidance
in finding hidden gems.
John Denver! You might not, but
I will alway remember that...you
called me out of the blue offering
sympathy for John Denver’s death.
You remembered how much I loved
his music, and wanted to give me
support. Every time I hear a John
Denver song, I think of you!! Of
course, that’s also what happens
when I hear a Judy Collins song,
too!!
...Whatever your idea of the afterlife
is, I know it’s there for you. You
have lived an important life. I am
so grateful to know you, and send
you all my love.

Bruce & Caroline

John

Phil, beyond your practical
intelligence and fortitude,
you retain your sense of
humor! Your note about the
JC song (which I loved then
and forgot since and never
would have connected with
your situation) is brilliant:
“... watching a 1971 video
of Judy Collins in Paris
singing “Just Like Tom
Thumb’s Blues,” with lyrics
like “I cannot move and
my fingers are all in a knot.
I haven’t got the strength
to get up and take another
shot. And my very best
friend the doctor, he won’t
say what I’ve got!”
I think of you frequently
though never really know
what to say to you.
A lesser person ( most
of us!) would likely have
conceded by now. You
continue to amaze me.
Best, Phil, in every way.

We saw the news and wanted you to know you are in
our hearts and prayers. We’re not sure of the details but
I know if anyone can beat a medical diagnosis it’s you.
You have paved the way for so many, and today people
lead happier and healthier lives because of you. You are
an inspiration and a hero.
All our best wishes and prayers.
We love you.

Tom

You are in my thoughts,
my prayers and in my
heart. Your courage has
been a force that has
changed the church and
our society but most of
all it has brought comfort and peace to more
people than you could
ever know. You are a true
hero…the best kind and
the only kind.
With my love, respect
and prayers.

Neal

Steven

Phil, as all have expressed sadness
over your latest health update, ALL
have expressed joy over having
been touched by you and your
life of survivor advocacy.
Your announcements
have just been one more
Your friendship is more valuable to me then
expression of your selfyou can ever imagine, and I know we had a
lessness and devotion
special connection that I will always treasure
to helping survivors
and hold close to my heart. I will miss you
see the path forward.
every day, and if it is the last thing I do, I will
You have fought to the
get your book published so that your legacy
end, never given in, and
will live on.
shown the love you hold
All my love.
for all those who stay
the course and fight for
justice and healing. My 18 years
of knowing you and witnessing
you get knocked down and get
up again, give me the strength
Would like to be able to shower
to carry on. Phil, you’re a treasure
you with that affection. I would
to me and so many others. I wish
love to be able to talk to you but
you comfort and peace in the
suspect you probably have a
days ahead.
very long list of people saying
the I love you and I hope you
have amazing people around
you in this next journey. Know
that we’re all out here in New
York thinking of you and sending
our best energy. I can’t imagine
there’s anything I could do, but
if there is any way to help please
please reach out. Many hugs.
XO

Lynn

Kevi

Tim

I read the beautiful note on
your FB page! I love your
spirit! I wish you good health
and a safe recovery.
You may know that when I
was devastated a decade or
so ago your support and
mentorship enabled me to
move forward. For that, I am
forever grateful. You helped
me and helped tens of thousands (millions?) of others
...Your courageous story and
amazing strength in persevering in bringing the crimes to
the public deserves continued
recognition...survivors have
created a social movement
equivalent to the great social
movements of the past, the
Civil Rights Movement, the
Women’s Movement, etc. One
salient point is the process
of stepping up and stepping
forward to take action, i.e.,
moving from victim to advocate.
Your story illuminates that
process.
Take care.

Catherine
It is a rainy, dreary day today.
Maggie could nap all day. I think
of you 24/7, probably obsessively, but I have never felt so
helpless and inadequate. All I
can do is pray for you because
I don’t know how to help you.
Hopefully your appointment at
DF will shed some positive light
for you. XO

Lee
Anne

...I am so beyond sad to hear
this news...You are a giant
and a hero to thousands and
thousands. You, my friend,
changed the trajectory of
an institution. Your bravery
is beyond compare – quite
simply, you are a saint.
Thank you for everything you
did for me during my time at
FFA. I will think back fondly
every Christmas remembering
the year you spent with us –
how fortunate were we! When
I put the tin manger out at
Christmas every year I think
of you and will continue to
do so. Know the bird ornament will hang on my tree
every year and will serve as a
reminder that goodness and
decency always trumps darkness and evil.
Love you Phil, and you’re in
my prayers.

Blye

Michael

Neal filled me in on what’s been going on
with you. I want to send you all my love. You
are a hero and an inspiration. I feel very lucky
to have gotten to know you even, a little bit,
during Spotlight. You mean the world to Neal
and are an absolute life changer for so many.
Thanks for
everything.
All my best.

PJ

I am one of the many you do not know, but
someone who has had the benefit of your
incredible early courage to raise the flag that
terrible things were occurring in the RCC to
children. You are truly a light! You shone SO
bright for so many when it was especially
challenging to come forward when no one
was listening. The songs you choose...I have
played the last over (about Superman) and
over listening to the message you were giving
us. I hear you that you look at yourself as only
a man. I find you have walked a very difficult
road. Still, by being you – “Phil” – you shone
such a light in this world! Now so many who
your light touched are uniting in spirit to send
a powerful, steady light back to you, such that
your journey now will be peaceful, filled with
brilliant light and you will be carried on angels’
wings. I will be lighting candles and sending
prayers and love.

Susan

Isabel

I just want to thank you
sooo very much for all
you did for me and my
family and hundreds
more over the years.
You were a lifesaver
to us when we were
so desperate. I am
full of gratitude that
you came into my life.
Our paths didn’t cross
much but you were in
our thoughts️. May you
find peace knowing
how much you are
loved by us and so
many others.
Bless you my friend.

Phil is a hero – a good man of
quiet and logical argumentation
of facts, a person of integrity
who acts on his principles and
a stubborn and successful
nemesis to the corruption he
named and fought in the Church.
Also smart as hell, and funny,
and good company.
Giving Phil my kidney was one of
the best decisions I have made
in my life, and I’d do it again in a
heartbeat.
He is a great gift in my life and I
love him.
I also know he’s not done yet,
even if it seems dark and impossible. He will continue seeking
life, and not give up...

Aldo
Suzy

I’ve been wanting to
reach out, but really
have no adequate
words. I am so sorry
to hear of your health
troubles, especially
your more recent
diagnosis. Too much.
And, so not fair. You
are a beautiful, much
loved person, Phil.
You have given so
much. Wishing you
peace and comfort.
Love and prayers.

...You have lived as a survivor ever since I
can track back to your history. You have
accomplished so many extraordinary
things and you have brought hope to the
world by breaking the silence.
I’m very happy that you have lived enough
and well to see the fruits of your efforts,
and witnessed that your actions have come
to fruition. You’ve made a change in this
world, and I don’t have a lot of friends like
you. So I’m very proud of you, and feel
privileged to be part of your life somehow.
Thank you for being a good friend and a
good example of perseverance and hope.
You will be always my compass and my
motivation.
Keep the ‘cool’ that has always driven you
forward on any situation. You understand
pain much more that many of us and you’ve
always managed well. Whatever happens
from here, be always sure that you have
a friend in me and a home in my heart
and thoughts.
Thanks for your teachings and for trusting
me with all your personal and business
projects. And most importantly, thanks for
your friendship.
This is not a goodbye, but I want to take
this opportunity to express my thoughts
and feelings in these difficult moments.
I’m hopeful that you will always be ok and
surrounded with love from all of us who
are your family in this world.
I’ll see you soon, buddy.
Your dear friend.

Irene

I don’t know if you remember
me from SNAP meetings way
back...but I have watched you
and several of the “giants”
over the years, and I want you
to know how much I respect
you and all you have done for
the movement. Sending warm
thoughts to you. Our journeys
were not easy, but they were
meaningful. That much I know
for sure.

Robert

Deb and I think of you often, and
you’re part of several conversations during each week. The
updates that you and Jim send
are appreciated. Many times I’ll
start a greeting with, “I hope this
letter finds you well.” And it is
especially true for you today.
From what we gather your diagnosis is dire, treatment options
limited, you remain pragmatic,
and your spirits are up.
I am grateful you allowed me
to visit you late May. The way
you phrased it was, “there are
only a few people I’d take a
bullet for [possible COVID
exposure implied], and you’re
one.” I enjoyed my time and
would like visit again – even
briefly – when you’re up for that.
Your friend.

Stanley
& Anne

Alice

...I wanted you to know that you
added a richness and a dimension to
my life that I never expected 35 years
ago when we first met. And ever
since then you have been so good in
keeping in touch
and keeping Judy
in my life as well.
I will be thinking of
I met you because I went to see Spotlight
you constantly and
when it was released in Boston on 6 November
wishing you peace.
2015. I went because I wanted to show my
You gave so much
solidarity with clerical child sexual abuse
to so many people...
survivors in Boston. They were not alone and
You are very
the brave work they do must be recognised.
loved and I thank
I honoured them for their inspiration.
you for including
The film was also an apology for the delay
me in your life.
over a decade earlier, in reporting information
the Boston Globe received of clergy abuse
by the persistent Phil Saviano. Thank you for
your persistence which touched and touches
countless lives well beyond your borders.
Enjoy every precious moment back home
with family and loved ones.
You brought hope where there was despair.
You changed the world for so many survivors.
Being able to tell you that means so much
to me.
Love.

Mark

SPOTLIGHT

WHERE THERE IS COURAGE,
THERE IS CHANGE.

Sacha

...You realize, I’m sure, that it is largely because of
you, and your years of persistence and tenacity
even in the face of enormous obstacles and great
frustration, that our Globe team was able to do
what we did, and that the Catholic Church has
had to publicly answer for its institutional shame.
Without you, that would not have happened.
When you fight so long for something that takes
so long to achieve, it can take a huge amount
out of you. Even when you win in the end, the
fight takes a toll. I hope whatever toll your battle
took on you feels more than outweighed by what
you accomplished. You achieved something with
worldwide implications that continue to unfold to
this day.
Very glad to know you, Phil. Keep fighting the
good fight to the very end!

With
love

